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TO THE 


PROFESSORS OF RELIGION 
EN 
DN 


Wy BRETHREN, _ 


GH AT there is a God, that the Bible is the book of 

God, and that there is a reality in the Chriſtian 
religion, are foundation-truths, to which the Lord, by 
his word, working powerfully in the hearts of ſome, 
eſpecially at their death, enables then to give and leave 
an ample teſtimony. And ſeeing ſuch confirmations 
are fo rare, and yet ſo much needed in this age, I there- 
fore cheerfully complied with your defere, in writings 
not only the triumphant ſayings which dropt from the 
mouth of Mr TaoMas LisTER, your late Paſtor ; 
but alſo in narrating the darkneſs and dejection of 
mind which preceded that manifeſtation and elevation 
of foul. This is the Lord's moſt ordinary method, not 
only at converſion, but alſo in his after-dealings with 
his people through their life ; and ſometimes ſignally at 
their death: He wounds, and then heals ; he ſmites, 
and then binds up. The damps they are under uſual- 
ly terminate in the abundant conſolation and joy with 
which he fills them. 

ADDISON, the author of theſe papers, entitled, 
The SPECTATOR, on his death-bed, ſent for a young 
gentleman, who, on coming, placed himſelf at his bed- 

Lide, and ſaid, © Sir, you have called for me; what 
A 2 are 
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© are your demands? Addiſon, raking him by the Hand, 
ſaid; Come, and behold with what peace a'Chri- 
© {tian can die! I /ay the ſame, with a little varia- 
tion, Come, and behold with what peace a Chri- 
ſtian pip die! Yea, with what bravery, not of a 
Roman, lt of a divine kind! Here ſhines. brightly 
true bravery F ſpirit, and true greatneſs of foul ; 
which Alexander's, being only a ſhadow of, cannot in 
the leaſt be compared with. How: hero-like is it in 


- a Chriſtian, to ſay to his foul, © Go forth, my ſoul ; go 


$ forth! ⁊ubat art thou: afraid of *—T he nearer our 
Friend was to. his death, the nearer he was to his God. 
O came and learn alſo to die in faith! 

T hzs treatiſe I have divided into three parts. The 
Ant of which conſiſts of ſeven. Conferences, —of which 
the firſt conference treats of the marks: of converſion; 
the ſecond, of the manner of converſion- and juſtifica- 
cation; the third, of ſauctiſication; the fourth, of hea- 
ven; the fifth, of ſeeing God, &c.. The ſecond part 
conſiſts of theſe ſpeeches he witered in. the bear- 
ing of others ;. together with ſome remarks upon the 
* <vhole. The third part confits of advices. 


Mr LisTER war born at Dyſart, the 14th of 
February 1739; was ordained to the holy miniſtry 
at Dundee, the 17th of September 1762; and died at 
Dyfart, the 18th of January 1766; being then in 


the 271th year of his age, and 4th year of his mini- 
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That the Lord may bleſs his ſermons and ſayings te 
Ka r ſalvation, is the prayer of your wellwiſher 
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PART FIRST. bt 

The Subſtance of Seven Converſations. 
CONFERENCE I. 1019 

Concerning ſome of the Ev1DENCES of Converſion. | aj 
| NEIN informed, that Mr Lis TER was in the an 
dark as to the ſtate of his ſoul, I waited up- _ 9 
on him; and inquired how it was with his 1 1 
iuner- max; and what he had to ſay concerning the 4 ö 
Lord's goodneſs? His reply was, Nothing: I have 1 
© nothing to ſay; I am a poor ſtupid one.“ I aſk- nt 
ed him, if in ſome period of his life he had not 1 

| met with deliverances from the Lord, and found 1 9 | 
joy in his word? He anſwered, The ſtony- ground 1 


© hearers received the word with joy: and although Wl 
© he had met with deliverances, they were ſuch as "I 
© were common.” I obſerved, That it ſeemed to 48 
be a common deliverance, a common mercy, Jacob 1 
on his death-bed ſpeaks of, Gen. xlviii. 15. 16. 
« The God which fed me all my life long, un- 
« to this day, and the Angel who .redeemed me 
« from all evil, bleſs the lads.” And it is a com- 4 
mon relation, a common deliverance, David pleads, We | 
A 3 | l. 
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Pſal. xxii. 9. „ Thou art he that a out of 
et the womb:” and it follows, verſe 10. Thou art 
«my God from my mother's belly.“ Pſal. cxix. 
73. * Thy hands have made me and faſhioned me, 
give me underſtanding, that I may learn thy 
« commandments.” Now, though God makes, 
faſhions, and takes all from their mother's womb, 
© and, in theſe reſpects, is the God and deliverer of 
all; yet, none but a believer makes this uſe of theſe 
common relations and mercies, viz. to cry for un- 
derſtanding, that he may learn God's command- 
ments, and that God may not be far from him; as 
in Pſal. xxii. 11. Faith, in a day of God's hiding 
himſelf, can take an argument from a general 
relation, till it get a more ſpecial one to plead 
upon. | 
We read the bebte of the ſower, Matth. xiii. 
18.—24. with which we compared Heb. vi. 1. to 
x1. Here we obſerved four things: 1. That there 
are only four forts of hearers in the viſible church. 
2. That the attainments of the fony-ground hear- 
ers are greater than the attainments of the way- 
fide hearers; and that the attainments of the thorny- 
ground hearers are greater than the attainments of 
the flony-ground, For, 3. It is the attainments of 
the thorny-ground hearers Paul deſcribes, Heb. vi. 
4- 5- Once enlightened ; taſting of the heavenly 
ce gift; made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt ; taſting 
te the good word of God, and the powers of the 
« world to come.” That theſe are the attainments 
of the thorny-ground hearers, is evident from verſe 
7, 8. „ That earth which drinketh in the rain 
* “ that 
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e that cometh oft upon it, but beareth thorns and 

te þriers, is nigh unto curfing, whoſe end is to be 
&« burned.” 4. That as the attainments of the three 
firſt ſort of hearers differ gradually, the one. from 
the other, the ſecond riſing above the firſt, and 
the third above the ſecond; ſo the work on the 
good-ground hearers differs not only gradually, but 
ſpecifically, in the very nature of it, from the work 
on the ſtony and thorny-ground hearers. 

Paul ſays to the Hebrew believers, who were 
 good-ground hearers, verſe 9. «© We are perſuaded 
« better things of you; than what? than that 
illumination, taſting of the heavenly gift, par- 


« taking -of the Holy Ghoſt, taſting the good 


« word of God, and the powers of the world to- 
4 come;” men may have theſe, and yet go to hell 
and be damned; but the things we are perſuaded 
of you, * accompany. ſalvation :? and he inſtan- 
ces in one of theſe better things, viz. their © work 
«and labour of love to the ſaints;“ verſe 10. 
« God is not unrighteous, to forget your work 
“ and labour of love, which ye have ſhewed to- 
« wards his name, in that ye have miniſtered to- 
cc wards the ſaints,” and do miniſter.” Here is 
love to the ſaints, not only in word, but alſo in 
deed. Now, I poſe your conſcience with this, 
and charge it to tell the truth before God, who 
is omniſcient, Do you love the ſaints? He an- 
ſwered, If my heart do not deceive me, I love 
the ſaints.” Then, ſaid I, that is a thing better 
than receiving the word with joy ;” than be- 


ing „ enlightened;” than ( taſting the heavenly 
«c « gift,“ 


3 . A DEATH-BED Paar! 


« gift,” Sc. it is a thing which “ accompanies 
cc ſalvation. God will not n the man that 
loves the ſaints. 

We proceeded next to obſerve, that the felf- 
emptineſs I perceived about him, was another evi- 
dence of the grace of God in him, which is al- 
ways accompanied with ſelf-abaſement ; „ Sure- 
« ly,” ſays Agur, © I am. more brutiſh than any 
&« man; and have not the underſtanding of a man: 
& I neither learned wiſdom, nor have the know- 
cc ledge of the holy,” Prov. xxx. 2. 3. He an- 
ſwered, His ſelf- emptineſs was not of the right 
« kind. Upon which I quoted Luke xviii. 9. — 19. 
« Jeſus ſpake this parable to certain who truſt. 
ed in themſelves that they were righteous, and 
« deſpiſed others. Two men went up into the 
.« temple to pray; the one a Phariſee, the other 
A publican.—The publican. ſtanding afar off, 
« would not ſo much as lift up his eyes unto 
& heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying, 
God be merciful to me a ſinner.” Here the 
publican owns, that he is not righteous, but un- 
righteous, a finner ; and ſo betakes himſelf for ſal- 
vation to the mercy of God, as venting through 
the blood of Chriſt..——Now, tell me, what think 
you of this prayer? I aſk if you can feelingly 
put it up? He anſwered, * It ſuited. his caſe ſo 
exactly, as if the Spirit had compoſed it for 
© him alone.“ Then, ſaid I, « The publican went 
« down to his houſe juſtified rather than the o- 


* John iii. 14. 


cc ther; 
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« Other; ſo we tranſlate it: but Camero reads 
it, “ He went to his houſe juſtified, -and not the 
« other.” The Phariſee was juſtified by himfelf 


and his party, and condemned by God; but the 


publican was juſtified freely by the grace of God, 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
We proceeded, thirdly, to conſider Matth. v. 6. 
« Bleſſed are they which hunger and. thirſt after 
« righteouſneſs; for they ſhall be filled.” We ob- 
ſerved, that deſires-are-in the ſoul, what hunger and 
thirſt are in the body: to“ hunger and thirſt after 
« righteouſneſs,” is, to deſire communion with 
| Chriſt in his juſtifying righteouſneſs, and con- 
formity to. him in his holineſs, Phil. iii. 7. 8. . 
Now, I aſk. you, Are there not deſires in your 
ſoul after Chriſt ? Is not your heart crying, © O 
living God for thee?” He faid, © I cannot ſpeak 
© of my deſires.” I aſked him, Is it not your bur- 
den. and grief, that your deſires after Chriſt are 
not ſo conſtant and ſtrong as they ſhould be? 
He replied, It was his burden and grief.“ I 
then ſaid, The grace of God is in you; a de- 


ſire of grace is an evidence of grace: and, as 


Bradford ſaid to Careleſs, Thy ſins are undoubt- 
© edly pardoned; for God hath given thee a be- 
© lieving and penitent heart: that is to ſay, a 
heart which deſires. to believe and repent; for 
ſuch an one is taken by him. for a. believing and 
penitent heart indeed. A ſenſe and hatred of cor- 
ruption oppoſite to grace, is an evidence, though 
among the leaſt, of the reality of grace: thus 
a ſenſe and hatred of unbelief, is a ſign of faith; 

I | a ſenſe: 


[ 
: 
: 
. 
1 
| 


Fo _ A DEATH-BED Pin I. 


a ſenſe and hatred of 'heart-hardneſs, is a ſign of | 
heart-foftneſc, &c. 

Here he opened his mind more fully, and told 
me, © That the Lord did begin a work in his ſoul 
© about nine or ten years of age: that then his 
© conſcience was ſtruck with the arrows of con- 
© vition, for the ſins of his former years, which 
© made him tremble; and the remembrance of 
© them ſtill galled him.— Indeed, ſaid he, theſe 
© convictions were a mean in the Lord's hand of 
keeping me from youthful follies at the college: 
© but when he heard Chriſtians talk of words 
© coming with power for their relief, it did al- 
© ways fink his Pens as he had always ſo little 
© to ſay that way.“ I anſwered; You know that 
ſelf- examination is an ordinance appointed by 
God for bringing perſons to clearneſs, as to the 
quality of the work on them; and from what had 
paſſed, he might perceive the work of God on his 
heart to be ſaving, and fo a ſpring of comfort, ſo 
far as it evidenced union to Chriſt, in whom 
cc all the ſeed of Iſrael ſhall be juſtified ;” but, in 
regard the comfort ariſing from marks was very 
variable and fluctuating, it was both his duty and 
intereſt to have his eye fixed on an abſolute pro- 
miſe, ſuch as that, „I am the Lord thy God,” 
Exod. xx. 2. or that, “I, even I am he that blot- 
« teth out thy tranſgreſſions, for mine own ſake, 
ce and will not remember thy ſins,” Ifa. xliii. 25. 
That the blood of Jeſus ſhed for the remiſſion of 
ſins, as brought nigh in theſe, or the like words, 
was 2 never- failing, but an everflowing ſource of 

conſolation. 
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conſolation. © All true Chriſtians,” as a godly di- 


vine expreſſeth it, when they come to die, and 
© to knock at heaven's gate, for entrance into their 
© Maſter's joy, do mind far otherwiſe the blood 
«that bought the inheritance, than any thing 


© wrought in them to make them meet for it; or 
than any pains they have been at in walking or 
running their 1ace towards it.“ The greateſt 
part of the believer's inherent righteouſneſs, in 

| this world, lies in his faith going out of himſelf 
to Chriſt for all. 


CONFERENCE IL. 
Of the 1 of Converhon and Fuſtification. 


WE read, and interpreted, a part of Job xxxiii. 


from verſe 19th to 23d. In which paſſage 


we have man's deplorable caſe; he loſeth his ſto- 
mach, verſe 20. « His life abhorreth bread, and 
cc his ſoul delicate meat.” His body, being un- 


der a conſumption, becomes a ſteleton; nothing 


but ſkin and bones: His fleſh is conſumed a- 
« way, that it cannot be ſeen; and the bones that 
« were not ſeen ſtick out,” verſe 21. His ſoul, in 
his own apprehenſion, approaches to the bottomleſs 
pit, to be carried thither by devils, theſe deſtroy- 
ers of mankind; „ His ſoul draweth near to the 
« prave, and his life to the deſtroyers,” verſe 22. 
Thus the man is troubled in body and in yy 
to whom God hath yet thoughts of love. | 


From 
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From verſe 23d to 26th, we have man's ſoue- 
reign cure. We obſerved how it is performed; 
c If there be a meſſenger with him, an interpre- 
. ter, one among A thouſand, to ſhew unto man 
« his uprightneſs,” verſe 23. Chriſt is the Meſen- 
ger, Mal. in. 1. and an Hiterpreter, Heb. i. 1. 
This phraſe, one among a thouſand, is ſimilar to 
that, Song v. 10. „ My beloved is white andFrud- 
« dy, the chief among ten thouſand.” And the 
phraſe here, is to ſhew, not unto he man, but un- 
to man; which imports, that the Interpreter, who 
ſhews, is more than a man, even God-man. This 
interpreter is ſaid to be with him, viz. by his Sei- 
rit, John 'xvi. 18. and his buline(F now is, to 
« ſhew unto man his uprightneſs;” that is, his 
righteouſneſs for juſtification, called the righte- 
euſneſs of God, verſe 26. and in Matth. vi. 33. This 
righteouſneſs flows from, and partly conſiſts in, a 
ranſom being paid, in an. atonement being made by 
ſuffering for ſin. This righteouſneſs he /bervs, 
Pſal. xi. 9. Ifa. xlvi. 12. and ſhews it alſo in the 
Goſpel, Rom. i. 16. 17. He ſhews his righteouſ- 
neſs both objectively and ſubjectively: the /ubjec- 
tive revelation of it takes place, when the objective 
revelation is accompanied by the Holy Ghoſt, 
with ſuch power and evidence as to beget faith: 
« Faith cometh by hearing,” Rom. x. 17. The 
grace and act of faith come by hearing about the 
objef of faith; which act lays hold on the offered 
righteouſneſs; and this righteouſneſs, being on 
the believer, he is gracious to him; i. e. God the 

| | Father 


* 
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Father, makes him © accepted in the beloved, | x; 

Eph. 1. 6. 9 

Moreover, he ſaith, « Deliver him from going by 

&«& down into the pit; for I have found a ranſom.” 0 
Hz ſaith, that is, the Father faith to the Spirit, 
« Deliver him from going down to the pit,“ Sc. 
. that is, intimate and make known his deliverance 

from damnation, becauſe I found One who gave 

his life a ranſom for mankind-finners. And what 
follows this intimation? With reſpect to the body, 
it is ſaid, verſe 25. © His fleſh ſhall be freſher 
« than a child's; he ſhall return to the days of his 

« youth:” that is, if the body be not recovered - 

from its conſumption, yet all his bones ſhall fay, . 

« O Lord, who is like unto thee?” In relation to 
the /oul, verſe 26. © He ſhall pray unto God, and 
« he will be favourable unto him; and he ſhall 
« fee his face with joy :”. that is, having his heart 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, he ſhall freely 
converſe with God, who is no longer a terror to 
J. Him, but his exceeding joy. | 
We enlarged our thoughts about man, to whom 
Chriſt ſhews his righteouſneſs. For encouraging 
our faith and hope, we inquired, what is man be- 
ere Chrii: ſhew to him his righteouſneſs. —We 
found, from Eph. ii. I. 2. 3. that the men at Ephe- 
ſus, before Chriſt ſhewed to them his righteouſ- 
neſs, were dead in fins; walking, like ghoſts, 
« according to the courſe of this world, accord- 
« ing to the prince of the power of the air, ful- 
« filling the deſires, or Ius, of the fleth and of 
« the mind, children of wrath.” We learned 
B from 
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from Col. i. 21. what the men of Coloſſe were, 
before regenerating grace reached their hearts; 
wiz. © enemies in their minds by wicked works: “ 
and what theſe works were, we have an account 
of, chap. iii. 5. 7.—We learn, from 1 Cor. vi. 
9. 10. 11. what the men of Corinth were before 
converſion: Be not deceived, neither fornica- 
cc tors, nor idolaters, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
« c. ſhall inherit the kingdom of God: and 
« ſuch were ſome of you; i. e. ſome of you were 
- fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, a- 
buſers of yourſelves with mankind, c. “ but 
« ye are waſhed; but ye are ſanctified; but ye 
< are juſtified,” c. What Paul and Titus were 
before juſtifying grace reached them, we found 
by reading Tit. iii. 3. We ourſelves were alſo 
« ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſer- 
« ving divers luſts and pleaſures; living in ma- 
ic lice and envy, hateful, and hating one ano- 
« ther.” Works of righteouſneſs could not be 
done by men living in malice and envy, hateful, 
and hating one another; nevertheleſs grace ſaved 
them, verſe 4. 5. 

The firſt fin of the firſt Adam was one of the 
greateſt ſins that ever was; for his after-ſins, and 
the fins of other men, were and are the fins of 

 finners ; but the firſt ſin of the firſt man was the 
fin of an bely man, and yet forgiven; for God 
clothed them with the ſkins of theſe beaſts whoſe 
bodies he offered in ſacrifice, which were types 
of Chriſt's giving himſelf a /acrifice for fn. And 


IT ſome think, that Adam called his wife's name 


EVE, 
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Eve, becauſe ſhe was the mother of all living, in 
the fame ſenſe in which Abraham was called the 
father of the faithful. The fin of Billing the ſecond 
Adam was another of the greateſt fins, and yet 
forgiven: Acts ii. 37. 47. „ All manner of fin 
« and blaſphemy is forgiven unto men: through 
„ this man is preached unto us the forgiveneſs. 
&« of ſins; of all manner of fin and blaſphemy. 
O what encouragement is here to our faith and 
hope! Theſe are glad tidings © But,” ſaid he, 
6 I have ſcruples in my mind of the ſame import 
© with thoſe you told me of, as being in the mind 
© of Mr N, touching election; and added, If 
© I faid any thing for ſolution, perhaps it might 
© increaſe them.“ Here we obſerved, 

I. That Jeſus was at the council-table, where 
nothing paſt to the prejudice of any poor ſinner 
that would venture the ſalvation of his ſoul upon 
his precious blood. It was concerted there, that 
the object and warrant of faith, ſhould be no hid- 
den counſel, but an openly revealed truth, viz. 
that © Chriſt thed his blood for the remiſſion of 
« ſin;“ and that © whoſover will, might come to 
« him;” and « him that cometh, he will in no 
« wiſe caſt out“. | 

2. In all thoſe places of ſcripture where election 
is mentioned, it is brought in for the encourage- 
ment of believers, that they may have the comſort 
of their election; or for the encouragement of 
miniſters, that they may know that their /abour 


Rev. xxii. 17. and John vi. 37. 
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Hall not be in vain; or elſe as a check and blow 
to thoſe who are final rejecters and deſpiſers of 
Chriſt; but it is no where brought in to diſcou- 
rage any ſinner from cloſing with the Saviour. 
« All that the Father giveth me, ſhall come to 
« me; and him that cometh unto me, I will in 
« no wiſe caſt out, &c. John vi. 37. 

3. We obſerved, That in Tit. i. 1. faith is call- 
ed the faith of God's eleft; becauſe none but God's 
elect get it: and becauſe election may be known 
by it, it being a fruit of electing love. It is an 
excellent ſaying of Bradford, No man ſhould go 
© to the univerſity of predeſtination, till he be well 
«© trained up in the ſchool of faith and repentance. 
If we be ſure we have faith, we may be ſure we 
„ were choſen in Chriſt before the foundation of 
the world.” If Chriſt has made ſuch an hole in 
your keart, that none but himſelf can fill; if we 
ſee no hand in earth nor heaven to intruft our 
ſoul in, but Chriſt's; if he be precious to us, with- 
out doubt we have faith, according to 1 Pet. ii. 7. 
and' ſo we were choſen in him before the founda- 
tion of the world., 


CONTERENCE . 


Concerning SANCTIFICATION. 


n ANDING that Mr LIS TER had 
been complaining of the hypocriſy of his 
heart, in words to this purpoſe, * That he had 

ſometimes 
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ſometimes ſpoken good of that which he hated, 
and ſpoken ill of that which he loved; I there- 
fore read and gloſſed a part of Rom. vii. Paul 
ſpeaks of his own ſtate, under conviction, as of a 
thing paſt, from verſe 7th to 14th ; I was ſo and 
fo: and of his own ſtate, after converſion, he 
ſpeaks of it as a thing preſent, from verſe 14th to 
the cloſe. In verſe 14th he ſays, „I am carnal.” 
he found himſelf ſuch. And verſe 21ſt, “ I find 
« then a law, that when I would do good, evil is 


« preſent with me;” he experienced the power 


and efficacy of the corrupt part. That man is un- 
der the dominion of ſin, who has no experience 
of the power of it in himſelf. He fays, „I am 
ec ſold under fin,” verſe 14. He did not indeed 
fell himſelf to commit fin, as Ahab, 1 Kings xxi. 
21. Howbeit, he was ſold as a captive, as ſin's 
captive, verſe 23. and ſo againſt his will: “ For,” 
ſays he, “ that which I do, I allow. not,“ verſe 15. 
that is, that evi which I do, I approve not of; 
« For, what I would,” z. e. what good I would, 
« I do not:” as if he had faid, I am divided great- 
ly; there is in me an J, and an J. two parties in 
combat: and, becauſe he was deeply affected with 
this, he repeats it, verſe 19. His renewed part 
conſents to the law of God; diſſents from the law 
of lin; yea, protęſis againſt the deeds of the unre- 
newed part, verſe 16. 17. And, as if one proteſt 
was not enough, he proteſts again, verſe 20. He 
owns there is a principle in his will, inclining him 
to that which is ſpiritually good; and a contra- 
ry principle, inclining him to evil, with an aver- 
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"RO to that which is good; nine this act 
willing this and that good in particular, is oppo- 
ſed by that contrary principle; “ The fleſh luſteth 
« againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the 
« fleſh,” verſe 18. 21. And ſo he complains, verſe 
24. O wretched man that I am ! who ſhall de- 
ec liver me from the body of this death.” This 
verſe is called, gemitus ſanctorum, the groans of the 
ſaints. Theſe remains of fin, and the workings 
of them in believers, do clearly demonſtrate, that 
Juſtification, is not, nor can be by works; as the 
beſt of their good works hath a mixture of evil in 
them. 

We proceeded to conſider what kept up Paul's 
heart under this conflict. He ſays, verſe 25. « I 
« thank God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 
What did he thank God for? He thanked God 
for juſtifying him without works, chap. v. 1.“ Be- 
ec ing juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, 
« through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt :”? And, being 
- juſtified by faith, there is therefore now 0 con- 
demnation to him, nor to any other believer, chap. 
viii. 1. He who is juſtified cannot be a condemn- 
ed man. But doth not the principle of corrup- 
tion, and the working of it, condemn you, Paul? 
O no, ſays he; they humble me, and make me 
ſay, Of all ſinners I am the chief; yet they do not 
condemn, and never will damn me. Although 
« in me, that is, in my fleſh, dwells no good 
« thing;” yet in Chriſt, I being complete, God 
looks on me as not guilty; and ſo there is no con- 
demnation to me. | Chriſt is our laſt Adam, chap. 


v. 15. 
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u. 15. and ſo in him we ſtand complete in all the 
will of God: and ſo thanks, ten thouſand n 
* God for Jabs Chriſt, © 35; 


CONFERENCE IV. 
Of HEAVEN, and the HAPPINESS it. 


7 E diſcourſed, at this time, about heaven and 

the happineſs thereof. We obſerved, That 

the happineſs of heaven was expreſſed ſeveral 
Ways. : 

The Jews exprefied: the happineſs of heaven 
three ways. 1. By being under the altar in white 
robes. 2. By being in the garden of Eden, or Pa- 
radiſe. 3. By being in Abraham's boſom. Each of 
theſe notions is ſcriptural “. « And it came to 
tc paſs, that the beggar died, and was carried by 
© the angels into Abraham's boſom.” The Jews, 
at feaſts, leaned upon the boſom of one another f. 
And fo, to be in Abraham's boſom, is to be fed 
with him on hidden manna, the tree of life, and 
at the living fountains of waters. 

Further, the happineſs of heaven 15 expreſſed 
ſeveral ways in Matth. v. from verſe 3.—-12 And 
it is expreſſed ſeven ways in the ſeven epiſtles to 
the churches of Aſia, Rev. ii. and in. chapters. 
Moreover, it is called g/ory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. And 
this glory the apoſtle explains, by the emblem of 


| « Rev. vi, 9. 2 Cor. xii, 4. Luke xvi. 22. 
ohn xiii. 23. 
e : a houſe, 
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a houſe; 2 ( building not made with hands,” chap. 
v. 1. by the metaphorical expreſſion of clothing up- 
on, or an upper garment, verſe 2. 3. and by the 
proper expreſſion of /ifz, verſe 4.— that mortali- 
« ty might be ſwallowed up of LI E:“ that is, 
that fin may be ſwallowed up of holineſs; ſhame 
ſwallowed up of honour , ſorrow ſwallowed up of 
joy; all miſeries ſwallowed up of bleſſedneſs, as 
darkneſs is ſwallowed up of light, or as the droſs 
cleaving to a lump of metal is ſwallowed up of-the 
fire. The ſire of a vehement hot furnace, ſuch as 
that into which bells are caſt, quickly conſumes 
the droſs, and inſtantly aſhmilates the metal to it- 
ſelf, ſo that it appears all fire: even ſo, this life is 
ſo rich, ſo overflowingly rich and abundant, as 
that, by the overcoming vehemence thereof, it 
doth, in the twinkling of an eye, conſume all that 
evil which cleaved to the foul, while-in the body, 
and to the body, while in the grave: and the foul 
of the believer, at death, appears to be all bleſſed- 
neſs; and their whole perſon, at the reſurrection 
of the body, appears to be all over happineſs: 
“Thou wilt afterwards receive me glory,” ſo it 
runs in the original; for zo is a ſupplement, Pſal. 
Ixxitt. 24. 7 
It is a ſaying of Dr Owen, That no man ought 
to look for any thing in heaven, but what, one 
© way or other, he hath experience of on earth. 
This ſaying is juſt; for grace 1s glory begun, 2 
Cor. iv. 17. And hence believers are ſaid to have 
the „ firſt-fruits of the Spirit,” Rom. viii. 23. 
And molt remarkable to this purpoſe is 1 Cor. ii. 
9. to 


9. to 12. Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nei- 
e ther hath it entered into the heart of man; the 
« things which God hath prepared for them that 


« love him;“ (it is a fault in ſome writers and 


preachers to make the ſtop here; let us read on, 
and it follows,) & but God hath revealed them to 
« us by his Spirit ;” viz. thoſe things which Cc eye 
“ hath not ſeen, nor ear heard.“ We ſee God 
here by faith *. There is the fiducial viſion of God 
here, as well as the beatific viſion of God hereafter: 
there is a conformity to Chriſt begun here, which 
is perfected hereafter. By faith we perceive the 
love of God here : the Spirit ſheds abroad the love 
of God in our hearts, which warms our hearts to 


God; and the warmer our hearts are to God, the 


more we know of heaven's happineſs. 


When talking thus, a ſoliloquy of the martyr. 


M Kay came to mind, who, after he was con- 
demned to death, ſaid, © I know the manner, time, 


© and place of my death: how ſhall I conceive of 


© the inviſible ſtate Y Having conſidered, and 
compared together, fome of the metaphorical ex- 


preſſions by which heaven is deſcribed, he adds, 


I cannot take up heaven by ſimilitudes; but PII 
© conceive of it as a ſtate in which men, per- 
« ceiving clearly the love of God, become all love 
© to God.“ This view of heaven 1 * very agreeable 
to the holy ee +. 

Further, the Bible teaches us to ſay, the Lamb, 


as ſlain, is the way to heaven; and the Lamb, as 


* Heb. xi. 27. Job xlii. 5. + Eph. i. 4. Jude ver. 24. 
* glorified 
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glorified and fully enjoyed, is heaven itfelf; The 
Deity in his greatneſs is too big for our thoughts ; 
but God in our nature, repreſenting God in his 
nature, familiarizes heaven to. us. There is a 
man who hath fleſh and bones this moment in 
heaven, called IMMANUEL, God with us, who will 
have us with him; “ Father, I will, that they alſo 
| © whom thou haſt given me, be with me, where 
cc J am, that they may behold my glory, which 
ec thou haſt given me *.” How bold (as one 
upon this text obſerves), may a believer ſay, I 
© would be in heaven, fince Chriſt wills it; and 
© yet how Humbly, ſince his will about it ſignifies 
nothing, and Chriſt's will is all? 


CONFERENCE V. 
Of SEEING GoD. 


AMT another time we came to viſit Mr LIs TER; 

and having found others in company with 
him diſcourſing concerning &oD, we quoted John 
i. 18, © No man hath ſeen God at any time; the 
&« only begotten Son, which is in the boſom of 
c the Father, he hath declared him.” And we 
obſerved, that ſome grave writers alledge, it is not 
the efſence of God which John ſays, no man hath 
ſeen at any time, for it is a queſtion of the angels 
who ſtand in his preſence, 'and ſpirits of juſt men 


John xyii. 24. 
made 
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made perfect, have, or ever will have, an imme- 
diate, intuitive ſight of God's effence ; but the 
meaning ſeems to be, no man hath ſeen at in 
God, which Chrift, as Mediator, hath declared a- 
bout him. For inſtance, no man, by his natural 
underſtanding, hath at any time.taken up God as 
a God that ie, the ungodly; but Chriſt hath 


declared him to be ſuch *.—Again, no man, at 


any time, hath perceived God to be a God that 
made Chriſt $18 for us, that we might be made the 
RIGHTEOUSNESS of God in him, and in this way 
juſtifies the ungodly ; but Chriſt hath declared him 
to be ſuch $.—Further, no man hath, at any time, 
by his intellective faculty, conceived God to be 


love ; but Chriſt hath declared him to be ſo 1. 


Moreover, no man, at any time, hath taken up 
God, as a God that made « Chriſt a curſe for us,” 
that « we might be redeemed from the curſe of 
cc the law;” and that the « bleſſing of Abraham,” 
(i. e. the bleſſing of juſtification by faith), “ might 


« come upon us,” and in this way manifeſt him- 


ſelf to be infinite love ; but Chriſt hath declared 


him to be ſuch $. | 
It is ſaid of Moſes, that “ he endured as ſee- 


« ing him who is inviſible ||.” In what glaſs did 


he ſee God? We anſwered, in the glaſs of that 
revelation which God made of himſelf *. Now, 
though we ſhould not believe yet he abideth 
faithful, and cannot deny himſelf to © be the 
« Lord God, merciful, Dn, long-ſuffering, 


* Rom. iv. 5. f 2 Cor. v. 21. +4 folate. 18. $ Gal. 


Iii, 10,13. | Heb, zi. * * Exod. xxxiv. 5. 6. 7. 
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« abundant-in goodneſs and truth; keeping mer- 
« cy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſ- 

« ſion, and fin.” We have the ſame glaſs: Lord 
grant us as good eyes. The remains of- unbe- 
lief are like a film on the eye of faith, and mars 
clear feeing. 

While Uſcourking thus, he, by his eager looks, 
and elevated hands, teſtified his approbation. Af- 
terwards he took a little food; and being inclined 
to reſt, we withdrew. 

On our return, he feelingly uttered theſe 
words, © Whom God hath ſet forth to be a pro- 
« pitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteonſneſs for the remiſhon of fins that 
« are paſt, through the forbearance of God; to 
ce declare, I ſay, at this time, his righteouſneſs; 
« that he might be juſt, and the Juſtifier of him 
« who believeth in Jeſus “: and then ſignified, 
that laſt night, being his laſt Sabbath-night on 
earth, he was conſtrained to cry out, at the view 
he had got of Chriſt, as the propitiation for his 
fin, © By the grace of God I look, and will look 
© to the blood of Chriſt as the propitiation for my 
© fin; and I am ſure I will never periſh: he add- 
ed, © Among all the redeemed company, I ſhall 
© be the greateſt monument of free grace.” I could 
not but obſerve to him, that God, who 1s the re- 
vealer of ſecrets, had, laſt night, made that matter 
of ſweet meditation to him, which he had direct- 
ed me to ſpeak of in the forenoon: and I may, I 
muſt fay with Jeremiah, „“ Great is his faithful- 


Rom. iii. 23. 26. 


cc neſs . 


= 


« neſs.” His promiſe i is, c Surely ſhall one Ys. 


« In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength,” 
If. xlv. 25. God has made out that FOE: at 
laſt to vou; bleed be his name, 


CONFERENCE VI. 


Of his gracious LIBERATION. 


Of Wedneſday morning, about eight, I was | 


called for, and told, that it had been an ex- 
traordinary night of God with Mr LisTER, and 
that he was deſirous of ſeeing me. I went to him; 
and though he was ſeized with a fit of coughing 
as I entered the room, yet he inſtantly ſtretched 
eut his right hand, and taking hold of mine, ſaid, 


© Come; O come and rejoice with me.” I replied, 
I underſtand the falvation of God hath come to 


this houſe, in a very uncommon manner, this 


night; and that I came on purpoſe to rejoice with 


him, and help a to praiſe me en Re- 
deemer. 

Aſter a ſhort pauſe, he ſaid, I have been a 
poor man all my life, held at under, and bound 


© by the cords of atheiſm and unbelief; howbeit, 


this night the Lord came, and not only looſed 
amy bonds, but ſent a multitude of the heavenly 
* hoſts to carry my foul home to heaven. To which 
I replied, All praiſe to God and the Lamb. 

We obſerved, That upon « Chriſt's head are 


« many crowns “.“ His Father hath put a crown 


* Rev. xix. 12. 


C upon 
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upon him; „ crowned him with glory and ho- 
« nour *.” His mother, the church, puts a crown 
on him; crowns him with the crown of the ho- 
nour of her ſalvation f. And every believer puts 
on Chriſt's head the crown of the glory of their 
particular ſalvation : the ſoul, immediately at its 
departure, receives a crown of glory, which is a 
crown of grace f. And, as if aſhamed to wear a 
crown in Chriſt's preſence, they all caſt their 
crowns at his feet, ſaying, „Thou art worthy, O 
& Lord, to receive glory, honour, and power 5.“ 
And, “ crying with a loud voice, Salvation to our 
40 God who ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
« Lamb ||.” They aſcribe, they give the glory of 
all their ſalvation to God and the Lamb. 

I defired him to go on and preach. Chriſt to us. 
Lady Elchie, on her death-bed, having aſked the 
godly Halyburton, if there was any thing incum- 
bent on her before ſhe died? he anſwered, © Two 
things are incumbent on dying perſons; x. To 
make ſure their interęſt in Chriſt : and, 2. To I 

leave a teſtimony to others of the Lord's good- 
© neſs to them. And, Madam, ſaid he, © you 
| © hqve done both; and ſo have no more to do 
* < but die.“ He ſaid, His name is JESsUs: hea- 
© yen, I fay, heaven is in that name; Worthy, 
© worthy is the Lamb.” He deſired to riſe once 
more, and ſaid, © Then ſhall I go to bed for good 
© and all.“ His clothes being put on, he ſaid to 
me, Pray; or rather, Praiſe. I anſwered, If you 


* Heb. ii. 9. f Song ii. 11. + Rom, v1. 23 
$ Rev. iv. 10. | Rev. vu. 10. 
incline, 


| 
' 
| 
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| incline, we may do both. He directed me to ſing 
Pſal. cxvi. 15. to 19. 


c Dear in God's ſight is his ſaints death. 

ce Thy ſervant, Lord, am I; 

« Thy ſervant ſure, thine handmaid's ſon : 
« My bands thou didſt unty. 

c 'Thank-offerings I to thee will give, 
„% And on God's name will call. 

« I'll pay my vows now to the Lord, 

“ Before his people all.” 


After prayer, an intimate, being preſent, ſaid to 
him, I underſtand you have got much from above. 
© Yes,” ſaid he; © I was obliged to cry out, What 
© a God is this, who ſuperabounds in the freedom 
© of his grace, and riches of his mercy ! Is this 
the manner of man, O Lord God!* He ſaid, 
© He found not his ſpirits up as formerly.“ I told 
him, the weakneſs of his body, and the ſtrength 
of the manifeſtation, had contributed to exhauſt 
his animal ſpirits: for the nature of the manifeſta- 
tion, I apprehended, was ſuch, that, if it had con- 
tinued a little longer, his ſoul had thereby been 
ſucked out of his body, and it left lying a breath- 
leſs lump. The Lord ſays to Moſes, © 'Thou canſt 
« not ſee my face and live“: he could not take 
up grace in God, as they in heaven do, and yet 
remain in the body. I farther ſignified to him, 
that, if it pleaſed the Lord to continue him in the 
body for ſome time, he behoved to lay his account 


* Exed. Zxxiii. 0. 
AY with 
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with attacks from the powers of darkneſs; z ſuch 
Paul met with“. He ſaid, The devil was not 
© abſent in the very time of it.“ I told him, that 
was an evidence of the manifeſtation being ge- 
nuine and ſaving; for © when the ſtrong man 


„ keeps the houſe, the goods are in peace f.“ 


CONFERENCE VI. 
Concerning his full ASSURANCE. 


— morning an expreſs came for 
me, and told me, if I did not haſte, I would 
not ſee Mr LIS TER in life. I haſted, and found 
him revived. Sometimes he roved;, but ſeemed 
to have a deep. concern upon his heart about his 
congregation. I told him, he would ſee ſeverals of 
them in heaven; and named two. And one of 
his pariſhioners being preſent, ſaid, He hoped he 
would fee ſome ſeals of his miniſtry in heaven. 
Paul ſays to the believers in Theſſalonica, What 
«* is our joy and crown of rejoicing ?-are not even 
.« ye in the preſence of our Lord Jefus Chriſt at 
c his comingt?” Yet in beholding Chriſt's own 
glory in heaven, lies the main part of our happi- 
neſs there. Chriſt will be glad to ſee you in hea- 
ven; and you will be glad- to ſee Chriſt there: 
For, as one ſays, © he thinks himſelf only as 
6 half . till all his people be glorified with 


* 2 Cor. xii. 7. Sar s, 21. t 1 Theſſ. i Il, 19. 
© him.” 
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© him.” He deſired me to praiſe, by ſinging Pſal. 
cxvi. from the beginning to the —_ vetle. 


&« I love the Lord, becauſe my voice 
« And prayers he did hear. 
&« I, while I live, will call on him, 
«© Who bow'd to me his ear. 
Of death the cords and forrows did 
« About me compaſs round: 
„The pains of hell took hold on me, 
„„ grief and trouble found. 


« Upon the name of God, the Lord, 
« Then did I call, and ſay, | 

« Deliver thou my ſoul, O Lord, 

A I do thee humbly pray. 
God merciful and rightous is, 
„ Yea, gracious is our Lord. 

« God faves the meek : 1 was brought 1 - 

« He did me help afford. 


4 þ « O thou my ſoul, do thou return 
« Unto thy quiet reſt ; 
« For targely, lo, the Lord to thee 
& His bounty hath expreſt. 
« For my diſtreſſed ſoul from death 
“ Deliver'd was by thee: 
Thou didſt my mourning eyes from tears 
« My feet from falling free.” 


After prayer, I told him I was going to the 


country to examine, and hoped the Lord would 
be with us both: he ſaid, © He hoped ſo, and ad- 
C 3295 ded, 
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ded, I never had ſo much hope in God all my 
c life, as I have now.“ I then, touching on his 
ſhoulder, ſaid, Thou art a piece of Chriſt's myſti- 
cal body. Yes, yes,” ſaid he; © I have a being, 
© a new being in wen Father; Sons and Holy 
£ Ghoſt.” | 

On Friday, I aſked him how he did? He an- 
ſwered, Not amiſs.— He roved much through 
this day; but, in the midſt of his rovings, he {till 
expreſſed a concern about his congregation, as 
we learned from his pronouncing that word, viz. 
congregation, in his addreſſes to the throne of 
grace. 

The laſt words which a near relation heart him 
utter, were theſe, « Where I am, there ſhall alſo 
© my ſervant be. Worthy, worthy, worthy.“ And 
then he fell aſleep in that only worthy One, to 
whom, with the loving Father and bleſſed Spirit, 
be all glory for ever and ever. AMEN. 


X Tohn xii. 26. 


PART 
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PARRY SECOND. 


Of that memorable Night and M orning, in which he 
enjoyed ſo much Ef God *. 


HE E we may firſt mention ſome of Mr-L1s- 
TER's /ayings that remarkable night and 
morning, as I was informed by fix ear and eye 
witnefles; and: then offer three or four remarks. 
upon the whole. | 
In the entry, I judge it ſhould not be agen 
chat, for the moſt part of three months before, he 
was ſeized with a hoarſeneſs to that degree, that 
it was with difficulty a perſon could hear him 
ſpeak, though ſitting very near him; but that night 
his voice was elevated ſo high, as to be heard, not 
only in all the corners of the room, but alſo in 
the apartments below, ſaying, Away, away with 
+ all thoſe unbelieving thoughts; I ſee the angels 
* of God.“ And his mother hearing him cry, O 
« theſe bleſſed angels” drew the curtain, and im- 
mediately he ſaid, I am going to my Father's 
© houſe, where my elder Brother and friend is.” 
He then aſked for his ſiſter; and, being told ſhe 
was not there, ordered to fend for her immediate- 
ly. When ſhe came, he took her by the hand, 
and ſaid, © You are my only ſiſter; and now we 
are to part: but I am going to my Father's houſe, 


This was the Tueſday night and Wedneſday morn- 


ing, immediately preceding his death. 
to 


- FI : 
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© to my Friend, my elder. Brother, and my All; 


© to the houſe of many manſions, which he hath 


« prepared for me.” He then gave her ſome ad- 
vices; and proceeded to do the ſame to ſome o- 
thers preſent. Then he cried out, as in a tranſ- 
port, © O moſt gracious God ! thou haſt done for 
© me what I never expected! indeed thou haſt 
© outdone my expectations! Now, will I go unto 
God, unto God my exceeding joy: and Oh! 
who would refuſe to go untq God as their Fa- 
ther, their Friend, and their All ? Many a time 
God hath been a ferror to me; and when I have 
thought on him, I have been afraid : when I got 
a diſcovery of my own guilt, and was made to 
hear the threatenings of the law, I was troubled: 
but now the Lord is my hope in the day of evil. 
Now, I fear not thy accuſations, O law ! Nor 
thine, O conſcience! And though Satan ſhouJd 
muſter up all his accuſations againſt me, I would 
not be afraid; for, worthy is the Lamb that was 
lain, and hath waſhed me from my fins in his. 
blood; and hath made me a king and a prieſt 
unto God and his Father. Now, I am per- 
ſuaded, that neither death nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pre- 
ſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate 
me from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Je- 
ſus my Lord. For, I know that my Redeemer 
liveth; and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter-day 
upon the earth: and though after my ſkin, 
worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I 
ſee., 
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ſee God: whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine 


eyes ſhall behold, and not another.—O the riches 
of the mercy, and free, free grace of God, which 
hath not only abounded, but ſuperabounded to- 
wards me! Many, many a ſinner hath been ſa- 
ved, and yet the riches of his mercy are not a 
whit expended. My poor people in Dundee 
know nothing of this: but tell them, I died in 


the firm faith of that doctrine I preached to 


them; and that I will be a ſwift witneſs againſt 
thoſe who received not the Lord Jeſus. Many 
of theſe people I have had great comfort in'; z 0- 


thers I have had great hopes of; and many of 


them have been a great grief and vexation to my 
ſpirit. | | 

C Many a time fin hath raged i in my heart like 
a devil; but glory to the riches. of free grace, 
which hath given me the victory over ſin, and 


hath taken the ſting out of death, O dearth? 


where is thy ſting? O grave! where is thy vic- 
tory ? Thanks be unto God, who giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
waſhed me from my ſins in his blood; waſhed 
me when I little knew it. Now, I know that I 


was on God's heart, and that he gave me to 


Chriſt from all eternity : I know that I have the. 


new nature; for no unclean thing can enter the 


gates of the new Jeruſalem. Now I ſay, with 
Mr Williſon, „O to win in but behind the 


te backs of that company who are now praiſing a- 
“ round the throne !' O my Jeſus! my All! Pre- 


cious Chriſt! Bleſſings for ever flow upon thee | | 


© from 
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c from every quarter of heaven, O bleſſed Imma- 
„ nuel! Hallelujah ! Hallelujah ! Hallelujah!“ 

He then deſired all who were preſent to join 
with him, in finging the laſt three verſes of the 
giſt pſalm. 


« Becauſe on me he ſet his love, 
| I'll fave and ſet him free: 
HBecauſe my great name he hath known, 
I will him ſet on high. 
« He'll call on me, Pll anſwer him, 
« J will be with him till, 
« In trouble to deliver him, 


6 And honour him I will. i} 


With length of days unto his mind, 
« I will him ſatisfy; 
&« alſo my ſalvation 


« Will cauſe his eyes to ſee.” 


This being dene, he ſaid, God hath ſatis- 
* fied me with length of days to my mind; and 
© I do not deſire to go back to the world; for 
© it is a world of ſnares and trapes. I have now 
© no more a- do but to wait for his call; I weary 
« for nothing but a call to be gone: Lord, why is 
thy chariot ſo long a coming? why tarry the 
© wheels of thy chariot? O ye bleſſed angels! 
© come and do your office. But, why ſhould I di- 
rect my heavenly Maſter ? Behold, I come quick- 
ly. AMEN. Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus. Now 
© I fay, with worthy Dr Owen, in a letter to a la- 
c % a little before his death, I am going to him 

SY 60 whom | 
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te whom my ſoul loveth;” or rather to him who 


© hath loved my ſoul. Here you ſee a lively re- 


preſentation of a dying ſaint, and an everlaſting 
monument of free grace. There is a vaſt diffe- 


rence betwixt the death of the ſaints, and the death 


of the men of the world ; for theſe either die ſtu- 
pid, as they live, or deſperate. | 
About this time he began to pray, and cried 
out, O moſt gracious God! thou haſt done for 
© me what I never expected | Bleſſed be thy name, 
© that thou ſet forth thy Son to he a propitiation 
£ through faith in his blood, to declare thy righ- 
© teouſneſs, for the remiſſion of my fins! Is this 
the manner of man, O Lord! He then prayed 
particularly for his relations, and his congrega- 
tion. N | a 


W now proceed to offer three or four remarks 
upon the whole. | 

1. The humble foul is Heaven's favourite. How 
deep was his ſelf-abaſement! how low were the 
thoughts he had of himſelf, arifing from the know- 
ledge he had of his own unworthineſs! Now, 
what is that light wherein a believer ſees his own 
vileneſs, but ſanctifying light? and what is that 
grace whereby he abhors himſelf, but ſanctifying 
grace? How highly did God honour this humble 
man ! « He that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalt- 
c ed *.“ « Before honour is humility +.” and what 
that honour is, we may learn from If. Ivii. 15. As it 


* Matth. xxiü. 12. Þ Prov. xv. 33. f 


looks 
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looks not well for a party, to be habitually juſtify- 
ing themſelves, and condemning others; ſo it has 
a difapreeable look for perſons to be commending 
themſelves, and tearing the character of others: 
« Ye are they who juſtify yourſelves before men; 
« but God knoweth your hearts: for that which 
« is highly eſteemed amongſt men, is an abomi- 
« nation in the fight of God *.” 

2. The fate and caſe of a believer differ exceed- 
ingly: his ftate is always the ſame, but his caſe is 
variable. He is always in a gead ſtate, but ſome- 
times in a bad caſe: « My love, my fair one;“ 
there is the good ſtate: « Riſe up;” which im- 
ports, that ſhe was affeep, that ſhe was in a ſecure 
caſe + —He is always in a high ſtate,; but ſome- 
times in a /ow caſe: « O my God;” there is the 
high ſtate : „my ſoul is caſt down within me ;” 
there is the low caſe $.—That perſon may be ſu- 
ſpected for an hypocrite, who hath * no changes 5.“ 
They are rare Chriſtians whoſe ſky is long clear, 

-and without clouds. - Change of weather is uſual- 
ly found by travellers to heaven. Nevertheleſs, 
the Chriſtian's cafe is ſometimes ſingularly good, 
as well as his ſtate; as in Rom. v. 1. 2. Paul was 
not only 7uſtifred, but he Fneaw it: and his heart 
did leap within him; he © rejoiced in 8 of the 
6 glory of God.“ 

3. It is CHRIS TH who brings men into a good 

caſe, as well as a good ſtate |j- Indeed, © without 


Luke xv. 15. 4 Song ii. 10. + Pal. xlii. 6. 
$ Pfal. lv. 19. 1 Rom. v. 2. : 
| c him 


* 


<, him we can do nothing;” not ſo much as to 
think about God. It was the angel of the cove- 
nant Who put that ſtrength into Jacob to wreſtle 
and prevail with himſelf. The grounds of faith, 
though great, if not attended with the influence 
of the Spirit of faith, will never keep faith in life 
and vigour: We are lively, or deadly, as he comes 
or goes. When he pours out his Spirit, then we. 
pour out our heart to God: and therefore let us 
cry, as in Song iv. 16.“ Awake, O north-wind, 
« and come thou ſouth, blow upon my garden, 
tt that the ſpices thereof may flow out.“ 

4. Faith in the blood of Jeſus, is the ſource * 
that ſolid joy which is unutterable: „ Whom ha- 
eving not ſeen, Ci. e. with the eye of the body, 
as the Jews did]; „ and though now ye ſee him 
© not,” [z. e. with the beatific eye, as the glorified 
do}; © yet believing,” (i. e. yet being perſuaded 
that he is your own Saviour, who did bear your 
fin in his own body upon the tree}, ( ye rejoice 
« with joy unſpeakable and full of glory .“ The 
Jubilee trumpet, announcing the cancelling of 
debts, the reverting of inheritances to their origi- 


nal proprietors, and the releaſing of ſervants, was 


ſounded in the cloſe of the day of atonement :; 
thence the jubilee commenced; and hence called 
2 joyful ſound f. So the jubilee; ; I mean the joy 
of his ſoul, did begin in the views he got of Chriſt 
as having made atonement for his ſin; and that 
very fitly : for, if a man be perſuaded, that Chriſt 


* i Pet. 7} 1 XXV. Pſal. IXxxix. 15. 
D made 
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made atonement for his ſin, he muſt alſo be per- 
| © _-ſuaded, that all his debt, i. e. all his Gns are for- 
given; and that the inheritance of life is redeem- 
ed, and he thereby releaſed from the ſervice of ſin 
and Satan. All this is the work of Chriſt * and 
muſt fill a man with Joy f. 
= When we ſee our fins, as if committed yeſter- 
| day, or to-day, it is our unſpeakable comfort, that 
| God views Chriſt's blood as if ſhed for the remiſ- 
ſion of them yeſterday or to-day ; « And I beheld, 
« and lo, in the midſt of the throne, ſtood a Lamb, 
as it had been flain,” viz. yeſterday, or to-day f. 
The Lamb being our forerunner, his blood, ſhed 
for the remiſhon of our fin, hath run in like a ri- 
ver before us: and the once-dying Lamb in the 
midſt of the croſs, is now the ever- living Lamb in py 
the midſt of the throne. 
Of heaven, that ſanctuary; and of the church 
on earth, that true tabernacle, Chriſt is miner g. 
The original word, LEITURGos, rendered miniſter, 
ſignifies any public officer ; and denotes Chriſt in all „I 
his offices, which he is executing in heayen, and 
over his church on earth. He is officiating as our 
High-prieſt in heaven, rendering our worſhip ac- 
ceptable to God ||; and therefore we may face 
death boldly, and may go boldly to the very holi- 
eſt of all, to God himlelf, claiming him as our 
everlaſting portion J. 


* If. 1. 1. + 1 John i. 3. f Rev. v. 6. $ Heb. 
viii. 2. | Rev. viii. 3. 4. q Heb. x. 19.—22. 
| as 


* 


If one, in a way of deriſion, affirm, It was all 


a flaſh; and if another, in a way of lamentation, 


ſay, Ah! my heart is deceitful; and ſo I am afraid 
that all I have the experience of- in religion was 
only a flaſh: we reply, in the words of a noted 
divine, © However deceitful thy heart be; yet if 
© it warm to Chriſt, and it goes out of thy- 
« ſelf into Chriſt for a righteouſneſ5, to anſwer the 
demands of the law as a covenant; and in to 
© Chriſt for frength, to obey the commands of the 
law as a rule; then, I ſay, it is a good flaſh in- 
* deed; even a flaſh of heavenly fire, kindled at 
© Chriſt's warm heart towards thee, which will 
never cool to eternity, — thy live-coal 
© ſhould come under aſhes again. * 
We conclude, by obſerving, that as the ſermons 
which are not interwoven with, and built on the 
doctrine of the atonement, are not goſpel- ſermons; 
ſo theſe raptures that are not connected with this, 
are deluſions of the enemy. Paul proteſted, that 


he would « glory in the * of Chrilt, and in no- 
« thing elſe *.“ 


Gal. vi. 14. 
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PART THIRD. 


Of their Du rv whoſe Paſtors are removed, eſpecially 
by Dark. 


N this head we would tender a few advices 
to believers. And, 

The y I offer, is in the words of Paul to the 
Romans, chap. xii. 10. „Be kindly affectioned 
« one to another.” Perhaps, there are ſeveral 
things unlovely about your brother; nevertheleſs, 

- you.ought to pick the pearl of grace out of a dung- 
hill of ſinful infirmities, and to love the perſon for 
it, drawing a vail over theſe. © Above all things 
e have fervent charity among yourſelves; for cha- 
« rity will cover a multitude of fins *;” 

And to evidence your love one to another, I next 
adviſe you, in the words of Paul to the Galatians, 

. chap. vi. 2. Bear ye one another's burdens, and 
« fo fulfil the law of Chriſt.” If thy brother's 
burden be poverty, bear it by ſupplying his wants +. 
If it be temptation, bear it by praying for him g. 
It is a ſpecial way of bearing one another's bur- 
dens, to bear them before the throne of grace; 
and there wreſtle with God for them. Chriſtians, 
both on this and the other ſide of the river, did 
remember, in prayer, your paſtor, while in the 
body; and the Lord anſwered, by giving him a 
full gale of heavenly wind, to carry him to the 


* 1 Pet. iv. 8. + Heb. xili. 16. 1 2 Theff. iii. 1. 2. 
harbour 
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harbour of glory. I have been told, That it was 
once the cuſtom of profeſſors at Dundee, when 
one of their number fell under heavineſs of ſpirit, 
that the praying ſocieties did continue to wreſtle 
with God till relief was granted. If it was thus, the 
practice was laudable, and ſhould be revived; and 
I earneſtly recommend the revival of it to you: 
and, as the Lord waits to be gracious ; ſo if, when 
any of you are troubled in mind, you be helped to 
wait till the Lord be gracious, the Lord and you 
are waiting about the ſame thing; and it will come 
to paſs, at the time in which it will be moſt con- 
ducive to the glory of God and your good. 
The third advice I offer is in the words of Paul 
to the Hebrews, chap. vi. 12. „Be not ſlothful; 
« but followers of them, who through faith and 
“ patience inherit the promiſes.” Imitate Abra- 
ham, the father of the faithful, and your late Pa- 
ſtor, in their faith. Your Paſtor believed there 
was love in Chriſt's heart, when there was a rod 
in his hand: he commended Chriſt, even when his 
hand was preſſing him ſore. In the agonies of 
death, O! how did his ſoul hang by, cleave to, 
and triumph in the propitiation - Copy after him 
in his humility and /elf-denial. “ Walk humbly with 
« thy God *.” The greateſt man in God's ſight 
is the humbleſt man 4. There is nothing loſt by 
ſelf-denial.—Imitate him in his zeal for the Sab- 
bath. The Saturday evening, immediately before 
that on which he died, he faid to his mother, 


* Micah vi. 8. + Matth. xviit. 4. 
13 © To-morrow 


| 
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To- morrow is a new Sabbath; and I ſhall be as 


© dead as a ſtone: but I will cry unto God moſt 


© high, who performeth all things for me.” A lit- 
tle after, he ſaid again, To-morrow is a new 
«-Sabbath: O to be in the Spirit on the Lord's 
© dayP And ſome more time elapſing, he ſaid the 
third time, © To-morrow is a new Sabbath: O for 
« the faith of an eternal Sabbath Y—Now he is 
keeping the eternal Sabbath in heaven : and you 
the inhabitants of theſe houſes contiguous to his, 
know how he regarded the Sabbath on earth, and 
how he rebuked ſome of you for profaning it. 
The fourth advice we give, is in the words of 
Peter, 2 Epiſt. i. 10. 11. “ Brethren, give dili- 
« gence to make your calling and election ſure : 


« for if you do theſe things you ſhall never fall.” | 


Your election was ſure to God from all eternity 
but perhaps it may not, as yet, be ſure to you. 
If the goſpel came in power on God's part, ſo as 
to beget aſſurance of it on your part, that is an e- 
vidence of your election . And being ſure, ye 
ſhall have « an entrance miniftered to you abun- 
« dantly, into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord 


„ and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” All believers have 


a ſafe entrance into heaven; but they who, by ſo- 
lid evidences, are certain of their election, have a 
comfortably ſafe, and ſenſibly ſweet paſſage into 
heaven. If you be certain of your election, the 
bed on which your body falls aſleep, will be Be- 
THEL, the gate of heaven ; there you will enter 


heaven, like a ſhip the harbour, with a fair wind. 


n 


Our 


; PaxT III. DIALOG UE. | 43 


Our jth advice is, in the words of Solomon, 
Eccl. vii. 14. © In the day of adverſity conſider.“ 
O conſider what holy hand God hath in your afflic- 
tion, in removing, by death, your godly Paſtors; . 
and what ſinful hand ye have therein. If there 
was an overvaluing of them by ſome of you; if in 
any reſpeQ they be advanced to God's throne, he 
will quickly lay them in the duſt : if there was an 
undervaluing of them by others ; if we do not prize 
our mercies while we enjoy them, God will make 
us know their worth by the want of them. —Con- 
ſider, if there was a not improving of the light while 
you had it; if ſo, God was thereby provoked to 
remove it *,— Apain, conſider, if there was a 
wearying of God's public ordinances, ſaying, as in 
Amos viii. 5. When will the Sabbath be gone, 
cc that we may ſet forth wheat?“ If ſo, God was 
provoked thereby to remove the diſpenſers of 
theſe ordinances, verſe 11.— Again, conſider, if 
there was a for/aking of your firſt love, and a turn- 
ing deader and deader under the means of grace : 
if ſo, God was provoked to remove your Paſtors: 
ſo much is imported in Rev. ii. 4. 5.“ God has 
« removed thy candleſtick out of its place.” —O 
conſider, if the Lord has not ſomewhat again/? 
you; and if it be not this, that you have forſaten 
your firft love. You, as a congregation, and other 
congregations in your place, had never a louder 
call from God, to © ſearch and try your ways f.“ 
You have had zhree, and the other congregations 


"KC | 
John xl, 35. + Lam. iii. 40. 


fixe 
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fix 8 removed by death; within the ſpace 
of fifteen or. ſixteen years; all yours, and moſt of 
the others, in the prime of life. If, upon ſearch, 
your conſciences accuſe you, mourn over theſe 
angry diſpenſations, with the tears of repentance 
in the eye of faith: confeſs your ſins over the a- 
tonement that is, with an eye to Chriſt as having 
© borne them in his own body,” as being wound 
ed for them, and God ſhall forgive you we” 

The t advice I tender, is in Heb. xii. 5. 
6 Faint not when rebuked of him;“ for theſe re- 
bukes ſpring from love, verſe 6. God thereby is 
purſuing a deſign of love, that & ye may be par- 
e takers of his holineſs,” verſe 19. And theſe re- 
| bukes, if endured, evidence ſonſhip. All meet 
with affliction, believers only endure it, verſe 7. 
„If ye endure chaſtening ;” that is, if ye ſubmit 
to the will of God; if ye kiſs the rod, you have 
the witneſs in yourſelves, that God dealeth with 
you as with /cns. 

If you aſk, how ſhall we know if God's rod has 
done its work, and if the Lord hath ſaid, „It is 
« enough,” as in 2 Sam, xxiv. 16.? I anſwer, 1. 
When we are humbled for the fin which cauſed 
God to lay the rod on us. And, 2. When we 
can thrive under proſperous diſpenſations without 
adverſity f. God can do no needleſs thing: even 
when what he does is awful, yet it is needful in 
all the circumſtances of it. 


* x John i. 9. + Lev. xxvi. 42. 1 Lam. ii. 33- 
1 Pet. i. 6. 


Theſe 
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Theſe diſpenſations, in the removal of your pa- 
ſtors, have a dark and a light ſide. Tou are at 
preſent under the dark lidg; wait on the Lord, 
and he will, in his own time, turn up the light 
fide; and then you will perceive the beauty of 
them, and ſay, * He hath done all things well:“ 
for © light is ſown for the righteous, and gladneſs 
&« for the uptight in heart.“ Your light and glad- 


neſs are at preſent under the clod, like the ſeed 


ſown ; but they ſhall ſpring up, it may be in time, 
certainly at death, and through eternity. Your 


under-paſtors are gone; but the chief Shepherd 
remains, who will viſit you: for he ſays, „“I will 


« give you paſtors according to my heart.” He 
promiſes to give you a man lite David the king. 
Your under-miniſters are dead; but your prime 
Miniſter lives *; and, by withdrawing interme- 
diate comforts, calls you to more intimate com- 
munion with himſelf : « Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live 
te alſo;“ and ſo rejoice in hope of the glory of 
<<; God.” 

I would addreſs the unbeliever in the words of 
Peter to Simon Magus; “ Thy heart is not right 
« in the ſight of God: thou art in the gall of bit- 
d terneſs, and in the bond of iniquity +,” O un- 

believer! thou art as thy heart is; and what thou 
art before God, ſo much art thou, and no more: 
thou art diſpleaſing to God, as that which is hitter 
as gall is to men. Thy heart, being an unbelieving 
heart, throws the vileſt ſander upon God) “ He 


Rev. i. 18, + Acts viii. 21. 23. 
g ec that 
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« that believeth not God, hath made him a liar * 
that is, he does all he can to make God a liar: it 
is as certain he gives the lie to God, as it is cer- 


tain God cannot ſpeak a lie. How ſhocking, to 


put upon the God of truth, the character of the 
_ degal, „who is a liar, and the father of lies!“ 

Lea, thy heart, being an unbelieving heart, is fill- 
ed with all angodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs, which 


are the tranſgreſſion of both the firſt and ſecond 


table of the law: and hence our Lord fays, When 

© the Spirit is come, he will convince the world 
4 of ſin, becauſe they believe not on me *: that 
is, he will convince men that they are a mals, a 
heap, a lump of fin; that nothing but fin reigns 
in them: and why? « becauſe they believe not in 


me; viz. for the remiſſion of fin, and ſanQtifica- 


tion of their nature. Wherefore, if men have not 
faith in Chriſt, they are full of ſin. 

Further, thy heart, being an unbelieving heart, 
is a Chrifile/s heart; and ſo under the law as a co- 
venant, „The law hath dominion over a man as 
long as he liveth ;“ that is, whilſt he lives in his 
natural condition. The covenant of works, though 


broken, is ſtill binding on you; it continues you 


under che commands of it, and alſo lays you under 
the curſe of it, As many as are of the works of 
« the law, are under the curſe ;“ that 1s, as 
many as ſeek to be juſtified by the works of the 
law-precept, are under the law-penalty. « What 
« things ſoever the law faith, it ſaith to them who 


John xvi. 9. + Rom. vii. 1. 4. f Gal. iii. 10. 
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« are under the law *.” What 4 155 law 
ſaith to them who are under the law, it ſaith not 
to them who are not under it. And what ſaith 
the law to them who are under it ? It faith, « Curſed 
« is every one that continueth not in all things 
c which are written in the book of the law to do 
« them f.“ And, being under the curſe, ye are 
under the dominion of fin : for, © the ſtrength of 
« fin is the law t.“ Every fin, except the firſt, is 
not only a breach of the law-precept, but alſo a 
breach-of the law-curſe ; not only A moral, but- ** 
fo a penal evil. | 

Perhaps thou wilt ſay, I am not a drunkard; 


not an extortioner; not an adulterer, &'c. Never- 


theleſs, as long as thou art under the power-of un- 
belief, thy ſtate is bad: « He that believeth not, 
« is condemned already; becauſe he hath not be- 
&« lieved in the name of the only begotten Son of 
« Gody.” The name whereby the only begotten 
Son of God ſhall be called, is, „The Lord our 
6 righteouſneſs ||.” This is the language of be- 
levers; but men under the power of unbelief will 
not, though required, call him by that name : nay, 
they miſcal Chriſt; they go about to eſtabliſh 
© their own righteouſneſs ;”. and, by attempts to- 
wards ſelf-righteouſneſs, plunge themſelves into 
greater vileneſs; and ſo are condemned already. 
Further, I would obſerve here, that unbelief is 
the fin for the ſake of which. chiefly, - multitudes, 


* Rom. in. 19. FT Gal. iii. 1o. f 1 Cor. xv. 56. 


$ John ui. 18. I Jer. xxiii. 6. | 
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vaſt multitudes of men are damned, al kept out 
of heaven ». All fin is of a damning nature; 


. «© The wages of fin is death :” howbeit, the Lord, 


in the diſpenſation of the goſpel, offers the pardon 
of all fin to mankind-finners, ſaying, as in If. i. 
x8. Come now, let us reaſon together, faith the 
« Lord; though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall 
« be as white as ſnow; though they be red like 
« crimſon, they ſhall be as wool:“ but men under 
the power of unbelief, reje& the offer; and ſo 
their damnation is chiefly owing to unbelief. If a 
malefactor, condemned to die for murder, be offer- 
ed a pardon by his prince, who declares the par- 
don of the crime is his, in the offer of it, and will 


be his, in the poſſeſſion, if he embrace it; but if he 


embrace it not, it will not be his in the poſſeſſion 
of it; it is plain, if the malefactor embrace it not, 
it is not ſo much his murder which hangs him, as 
his not accepting the offered pardon. So, even ſo, 
« he that believeth not is condemned already;“ 

firſt, by the penal ſanction of the law, as being a 
tranſgreſſor of its precepts: and, as by the com- 
mand of the law, he is bound to believe the goſpel 
for the remiſſion of all fin+: ſo he believes not; and 
for this he is again already condemned by the ſame 
penal ſanction, as being a tranſgreſſor of that com- 
mand which is connected with goſpel- grace: and 
if he die in that ſtate, he is as ſure of damnation 


as if in hell already. Thus the immediate cauſe 


of the damnation of many, is not this or that great 


* Heb. iii, 9. 1 John ili. 23. | 


ſin; 
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ſin; this or that track of ſinning; but their re- 
fuſing Chriſt the remedy by unbelief. This, ah! 
this leaves them under the guilt of all their o- 
ther fins. Oh! what a ſtate of fin and miſery i 1s 
an unbeliever in! How ſinful, how miſerable: a 
ſtate is a ſtate of unbelief !—Yet, let not unbe- 
levers deſpair; for as yet they are prijoners of 
hope. And, therefore, | 

I would addreſs you, in the words of the angel, 
Luke ii. 10. 11. © Behold, I bring you good 
ce tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all peo- 
46 ple; for unto you was born in the city of 
« David, a Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lord.“ 
O mankind ſinners, Chriſt is the Saviour of the 
world; and thy Saviour, by office, by the Fa- 
ther's appointment: As Moſes lifted up the 
« ſerpent in the wilderneſs, ſo muſt the Son of 
« man be lifted: up,” [viz. on the croſs, and in 
the diſpenſation: of the goſpel, ]“ that. whoſoe- 
« yer believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, . but 
« have eternal life. For God ſo loved the world, 
e that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
« ſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but 
cc have everlaſting life. For God ſent not his 
« Son into the world to condemn the world; but 
that the world: through him might be ſaved *,” 
The Saviour, and ſalvation in him, are thine own 
mercies, O mankind-ſinner! They who obſerve 
.« lying vanities forſake their own mercy r, They 
are thine own, in as much as the Father offers 


* Tohn-11; 14. -+ Jonah ii. 8. 
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them to thee : John vi. 32. © My Father giveth 
« you,” [that is, effereth you, a promiſcuous mul- 
4 titude of mankind- ſinners, moſtly made up of 
apoſtates, verſe 66.] © the true bread ;” i. e. Him. 
felf; called bread, in alluſion to the manna; and 
true, in contradiſtinction from it. „ This is 
« the record, that God hath given to us,” [that 
is, offered to us finners of mankind} « eternal 
« life; and this life is in his Son “.“ 
O ſinners of mankind, God is giving his Son, 
and eternal life in him, to you, to each of you; 
and will ye not be the receivers? Chriſt cruci- 
Hed, being the ordinance of God for ſaving man- 
kind-finners, he himſelf ſays, „Look unto me, 
„ and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth: for 
« I am God, and there is none elſe , Look un- 
ro me; [that is, as the bitten Iſraelites looked un- 
to the brazen ſerpent, Numb. xxi. 3.] and be ye 
faved; Ci. e. that ye may be ſaved; or, and ye 
Hall be ſaved; the imperative being put for the 
future ; e/l the ends of the earth that is, men and 
women every where; if on earth, and not in hell. 
If you aſk, why beheving is compared to looking ? 
We anſwer, that it is ſo, in the following reſpects. 
I. Becauſe looking imports aſſurance. When 
the eye looks upon an object, it aſſures us that it 
is; and, in ſome meaſure what it is. So in Heb. 
Ti. 1. faith is deſcribed to be the “ ſubſtance of 
« things hoped for, and the evidence of things 
& not ſeen.” The things hoped for, are the glo- 


* John v. II. Þ IIa. xlv. 22. 
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 vification of the ſoul, the reſutrection of the bo- 


dy, and the glorification of ſoul and body toge= | 


ther. Now, faith is the ſubſtance of things ' hoped. 
for; that is, faith in exerciſe brings near, re- 
alizes, and gives a being, a ſubſtance.,in the mind, 
to the glorification of the ſoul, and the reſurrec- 
tion of the body. The things not ſeen, are not 
only theſe, but alſo God and the Mediator. Now 
faith 1s alſo the evidence of things not ſeen ; which 
may be explained thus: as the obje2s of faith are 
things not ſeen; ſo the act of faith is drawn 
forth by an evidence of theſe unſeen things; 
and this evidence is in the word of God, which 
the man is perſuaded of, and reſts upon. Hence 
the exerciſe of the faith of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, was their being perſuaded of the promiſes ; 
and that what God had promiſed, he was able 
alſo to perform“. There are, indeed, doubts in 
believers, but none in their belief. 

2. We obſerve, that believing in Jeſus i is com- 
pared to looking, becauſe looking is moſt oppoſite 
to working. With the eye we may look upon an 
object, when we cannot wort ſo the apoſtle 
ſtates believing, as oppoſite to working; “ To 
* him that worketh not, but believeth f.“ It is 
true, believing muſt be conſidered two ways. 1. 


As connected with /anZification : as ſuch, it is 


the father which begets every good diſpoſition ; 
and the mother which brings forth every good AC= 
tion: „ Faith worketh by love $;” that is, faith 


* Rom. iv, 21. Heb. xi. 13. + Rom. iv. 5. 4 Gal. v. 6. 
E 2 apprehending 
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fying the man freely by his grace, works in wor- 
Hipping God; works in worſhipping God in his 
on iſtitutiont, & c. But, 2. Conſidered as connec- 
ted with juftification, we mult ſeparate it from theſe 
fruits and effects: as ſuch, it is purely the percep- 
tion of Chriſt's righteouſneſs in the mind and con- 
ſcience; it is a mere recipient of Chriſt's righte- 
ouſneſs: hence, in Rom. v. 17. believers are ſaid 
to © receive abundance of grace, and the gift of 
% righteouſneſs.” Faith lets in that righteouſneſs, 
and that grace which gives it, as the window lets 
m the beams of the ſun. The record of God, a- 
bout that righteouſneſs, is made fo clear by the 
Spirit, that the perſon cannot hut aſfent, and ſay 
Amen to it; and ſo the man is not a worker, but a 
betiorer. f 
Let me ſay, O ye inhabitants of the 2 atk 
who is the ſpeaker: in Heb. v. 9. the apoſtle ſays, 
« Chriſt being made perfect,“ C viz. in his prieſt- 
ly office, by his obedience unto death], © he be- 


« came the author of eternal falvation unto all 


« them that obey him; viz. as ſpeaking in ſuch 
2 call as this, Look unto me; ME, ME! who, be- 
ing God, and the Saviour, am able and willing to 
fave you: I am an able and a willing Saviour: 
« Not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
&« ſhould come to repentance *. « As I live, 
„ faith the Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the 
c death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn 


2 Pet. iii. 9. 
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e from his way, and live Can it be preſump- 


tion in you to look unto Chriſt, as the great doer 


of all in you, and for you? Can it be pre ſump- 
tion in you, to look unto his blood as the propi- 
tiation for your ſin, when he peremptorily re- 


quires you thus to look? Chriſt is the Net to- 
look; there is relief in none elſe f. | 
My friends, you had miniſters who made it their 


buſineſs to preach Chriſt, to commend Chriſt, to 


offer Chriſt, to urge you to accept of and cloſe 


with Chriſt: how, O how have you improven 


theſe ſermons ?- Conſider this, that at the great 
day ye fhall have a repetition-fermon of all the 
ſermons you have heard; and if the ſermons you 
have heard be not mixed with faith, the repeti- 
tion-ſermon will be the heavieſt tidings that e- 
ver reached your ears; for none fink fo deep in 
hell, as thoſe who fall into it with a ſtumble at 
Chriſt fr. Ve have gone to and from the place of 
public worſhip Chriftleſs ; and are you reſolved 
to go to and from the all- deciſive tribunal Chriſt- 
leſs too? Why will you die? What ails you at 
Chriſt ? In ſacred or profane hiſtory, have you e- 
ver read, that ſuch a man came to Jeſus for ſal- 
vation, but, being ſo vile a ſinner, . nn | 


him ? No, ſurely. 
Indeed it is faid of Eſau, Heb. xii. 17. akon 


«K afterwards he would have inherited the bleſ- 


de ſing, he was rejected; for he found no place 
« for repentance, though he ſought it carefully, 


us Ezek. xxxiii. 11, + Acts iv, 12. 4 John xv. 22. 
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with tears: and ſome interpret theſe. words 
ſo, as if he had been aj true, but too late a peni- 
tent. But it is evident, from Gen, xxvii. that 
there was no grief in his heart for his fin in ſell- 
ing his birth-right, whatever there was for the 
ceonſequences of it: and fo the meaning muſt be; 
afterwards he would have inherited the bleſſing of 
the birth-right, only ſo far as it contained things 
carnal. But as he profanely had ſold. his birth=- 
right, he was therefore july rejected from inhe- 
riting the bleſſing annexed to it: for, he found no 
Place of repentance ; that is, of his father's repent- 
ance, of his father's change of mind, ſo as to take 
the bleſſing from Jacob, and give it to him; by no 
means: though ſo earneſt was he about this change + 
of his father's mind, as to ſeek it with tears. And 
ſo there is nothing in that paſſage ſignifying, that 
Eſau came to Jeſus for repentance and remiſſion, 
and was rejected; no, by no means. Jeſus caſts 
out with no comer, whatever they have been and 
done; © Him that cometh unto me, I will in no 
« wiſe caſt out. Is there not in him good-will 
towards men? | 
He that forms the eye, that gives. the blind their 
fight, being the author of faith,, commands you to 
look to him for ſalvation. He that promiſes to be 
your God, ſaying, I am the Lord thy God,” 
requires you to look to him as ſuch, ſaying, © Thou 
- « ſhalt have no other gods before me.” Well, 
'do you now believe a The moment power accompa- 


* 
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nies the call, men believe; and, if you now be- 
lieve, you have eternal life, and ſo ſhall not ſee 
death f. Ye ſhall not ſee death with its ſting? 
The ſting of death is fin;” but the Lamb of 
God did take away the fin of the world f. Death 
is like a hard trotting horſe; but it will carry you 
home to heaven, your Father's houſe. It is a dark 
avenue; but, at the end of the avenue, there is all 
light and gladneſs. Death will do that good turn 

to you, which all the books thou mayſt read, all 
the ſermons thou mayſt hear, and all the commu- 
nions thou. mayſt partake of, cannot. do. And 
what is that? Why, it will deliver thee totally 
from all ſin; and put thee in the full poſſeſſion 
of all good. Death entered by fin; and fin goes 
out by death: and thou ſhalt be an eternal inha- 
bitant of that land, where there is no more death ; 
and where thou ſhalt ſee ſomething in God, which 
theſe angels, which are now fallen, did not ſee : 
And what is that? you will ſay. Why, you will 
ſee Chriſt as God's repreſentative to you, and 
your repreſentative to God; and you will ſee 
God's redeeming love clearly, of which God's 

heart is full; and this, like a loadſtone, will draw 
thy heart to him for ever and ever. AMEN, and. 
AMEN. þ 


* x John 8 ＋ John vii. FI. ＋ John i. 29. | 
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